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set up in 1948; a year later a Canadian office was opened at the organization's European 
headquarters in Geneva. Now called Permanent Missions, these offices have since been 
expanded. As one of the founding members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) in 1949 Canada remains active in the Organization. When the NATO Permanent 
Council was established in 1952 a Canadian Permanent Delegation was set up in Paris 
(transferred to Brussels in 1967). A Canadian Permanent Delegation to the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development is in Paris. In addition to these permanent 
international bodies and their various committees, officials of the Department of External 
Affairs represent Canada at many international conferences. 

4.6.1.1 Diplomatic and/or consular representation 
Canadian representation abroad. Names of current representatives are given in Canadian 
representatives aftroarf published once a year and available from Information Canada, Ottawa. 

Representation of other countries in Canada. Names of current representatives are given in 
Diplomatic corps and consular and other representatives in Canada, published three times a year 
(February, June, October) and available from Information Canada, Ottawa. 

4.6.1.2 Federal-provincial aspects of Canada's international relations 
As a result of expanding provincial interests abroad machinery was established in 1967 

within the Department of External Affairs to maintain close liaison with the provinces and to 
facilitate their international activities in a manner that would fully meet provincial objectives 
and at the same time be consistent with a unified Canadian foreign policy. 

The federal government's position was outlined in the 1968 White Paper Federalism and 
International relations, which emphasized that Canada's foreign relations must serve the best 
interests of all provinces as well as those of its two major linguistic communities. To this end 
federal government pohcies include continued promotion of national unity through an 
adequate projection internationally of Canada's distinct bilingual character, preservation of 
Canada's international personality and appropriate recognition of legitimate provincial 
interests beyond national borders. 

Provincial participation at international conferences and in the work of international 
organizations on a wide range of subjects, including human and civil rights, education, health, 
agriculture and labour, is assured by the inclusion of interested provincial officials on 
Canadian delegations and by the canvassing of provincial governments for their views on the 
positions and attitudes which Canada might adopt on these subjects internationally. 

Other aspects of Canada's international relations of particular interest to the provinces 
include the promotion of trade, investment, new industries, immigration, tourism, cultural 
exchanges, environmental questions, science and technology, assistance to developing 
countries and bilateral and multilateral agreements. The promotional activities of the 
provinces have led to an increase in the number of official provincial visits abroad. The federal 
government, through the Department of External Affairs and its Embassies and High 
Commissions, assists provincial officials by making arrangements and appropriate 
appointments for their visits abroad and in co-ordinating visits of foreign personalities to 
provincial capitals. 

In matters of aid to developing countries, the federal government encourages wider 
federal-provincial consultation to ensure that specific projects initiated by the provinces are 
co-ordinated with Canada's aid contribution as a whole. 

Similarly, when the terms of treaties, conventions and other formal agreements between 
Canada and other countries touch on provincial or joint federal-provincial fields of 
jurisdiction, the federal government consults with the provinces before or during the 
negotiating stage to harmonize federal and provincial interests. 

4.6.2 International activities 

4.6.2.1 Canada and the Commonwealth 
Over the years the Commonwealth has evolved significantly in composition and outlook. 

Its present membership of 31 sovereign states covers about one quarter of the earth's land 
surface, represents approximately 850 million people of many races, colours, creeds and 
languages, and includes both economically developed and developing countries as well as 
governments committed and uncommitted in the international power groupings. The interests 


